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but if it is as happily fulfilled as has been the past, I may indeed
be very grateful to the Fates.

Amid a whirl of processions, receptions, and tournaments, the
hour of-the Durbar itself arrived. On the late afternoon of
the day preceding, while supervising the preparations in the
amphitheatre I was the happy witness of an event which, I
believe, has received, as yet, no chronicle in history. Both
the King-Emperor and the Queen desired a dress rehearsal, and
with the exception of those on duty the amphitheatre was
cleared.

After His Majesty had walked with great dignity from the
reception shamiana to the throne under the golden dome at
which he would complete the ceremony, he returned to the
shamiana in order, with the Queen, to enter his carriage. The
royal pages, little boys chosen from the families of the ruling
princes, carried the long train of His Majesty ; and as he was
returning across the red baize carpet, he began to walk quickly
and then to run, with the little pages sliding behind him on the
carpet: a fine touch of humour.

Very earnest efforts were made by the politicians, who feared
that an exhibition of unrest among the natives and in some
regiments in Delhi would lead to a calamity, to dissuade His
Majesty from personally holding the Durbar. With rare courage,
one which has characterized some of his most important actions
in life, the King-Emperor carried through every ceremonial
without an alteration of programme. Of his own volition he
visited the camp of a native regiment in a mutinous state, and
by his personal example won their enthusiastic loyalty.

After the conclusion of the Durbar ceremonial, His Majesty
was bubbling over with high spirits and, in the coronation robes,
literally danced upon the lawn in front of his tent, exclaiming to
the confusion of his ministers, " I have done it: I've done it! "

The Chief Herald, General Peyton, came forward to him with
the warning, " If His Majesty does not go into his tent His
Majesty will get sunstroke.3'

The inclination of His Majesty to thwart the fears and pre-
cautions of his ministers was not only a testimony to his physical
courage, but to his understanding also of the psychology of his
people. At the last moment, before the State Entry into Delhi,
an attempt was made to divert the procession from the Chandni
Ghauk ; and though later the wiseacres tried to cancel the visit